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On the Reverend 


Prolocut or's . Letter, Sc. 


REVEREND Sik, 


HE Paſſion and Reſentment 
= 4. 7 you. uy Lox": 5 * 
SSIS preſs againſt the preſent Biſhop 
133 o Bangor in your Letter, — 4 
to me to be ſq very undeſer ved, that I hope 
I ſhall be excuſed if I contribute my poor 
Endeayours to canvince yog that it is ſo, 
It is, I can aſſure you, Sir, with very great 
Grief of Heart, that I obſerve ſq much Heat 
and Flame buriting out on this Occaſion, 
and threatening all around it with utter 
Deſolation; this to act like the Mini- 
ſters of the Frince of Peace, the Mot and 
P arient Iss us, whoſe Voice was not 
A 2 heard 


a any wars 
8 2 * e . 40 
* 1 
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_ et ak TH tho He 
Mas teviled, anſw ere not ? Who it is 
that bas gives the Occalion of all this 
 Viokenee Ind Fury, his Lordſhip or the 
*Commirree, is not for n to determine. 
Only give mo T0. to aſſure you, that 
We, in art of the Kingdom, thought 
| his cn tj Sermon a Eee, 5 
| courſe in Defence of the Right of Private 
Judgment in Matters of Faith, and againſt 
| uſing Force and Viekncs in Religion. We 
1 1 Fools as to underſtand his Lord - 
p as only intending to brat down a, Legi- 
Nas Author i;, properly ſo call d, claim a 
| by the Romariſts; and not as diſclaiming 
| all Power of framing Conſtitutions and Ca- 
| non for the Preſervation: and Mainten- 
| ance of Decency, and good Order. We had 
with great bee Heart obſerved how 
Principles were efpoufed, and Opinions 
maintained, which our Hefe mers, would 
have abhorred, particularly that * one 
| of the Reverend Members of the Com- 
| mitee had aſſerted that the Fathers ate as 
| authorized Interpreters of the Scriptures, 
| as our Judges are of our Laws; and that 
it is as much a Note of the Sons of this 
| Church to SUBMIT to the INTER PR E- 
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* Dr. nile s Sermon before the Sons of the cute 
Pag. 14» 
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(3) 
PATLON'S bd the 3 4s * is to le- 
lieus the Inſpiration ef ib Apoſiies, To 
this We thought: his Lordſhip refer'd in 
the 12th and 1 3th Pages of his Sermon. 
For if the Fathers e the Interpreters 7 
the Law of the Moſs High, even as the 


Judges in aun Iſrael are the Interpreters of 
our 


w, it is certain they muſt have an 
Abfolate Authority to interpret, and to 
which all "Chriſtians. are obliged to fub- 
mit until the Legiſlature interpoſe. For 
ſuch is the Authority of our Judges in our 
Il. But you, Sir, and thofe Venera- 
ble Men of whom your Houſe is compoſed, 
ſaw, it ſeems, his Lordſhip's Diſcourſe 
in another and a quite different Light. 
The Reverend Mr. Archdeacon Canon, 
another Member of the Committee, has 
accounted for this as to himſelf. He is 
plweaſed to own, that before the preaching of 
bit Sermon, he was ſo far offended: at his 
Lordi Conduct, 486 not to have that O- 
pinion of him, nor the Concern for him, 
which once he had. p. 17. But what has 
bis Lordſhip's Canduct to do with what 
he delivers in his Sermon? Will you be 
pleaſed, Sir, to give me Leave to tran- 
ſcribe here a Pallage from the wiſe and 
excellent Mr. Chilingworth ? His Adverſary 
had reproach'd him as forſaking Popery, 
becauſe. it canduced not to his Temporal 
| nas : 
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Ends: To this he replies — * This foul 
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and falſe Aſperſion, which you have caſt 
upon me, proceeds from no other Foun- 
tain, but a Heart abounding with the Gall 
and Bitterneſs of Uncharitableneſs, and 
even blinded with Malice towards me, 
or elſe from a perverſe Zeal to your Su- 

erſtition, which ſecretly ſuggeſts this 

erſwaſion to you, That for the Catho. © 
lick Cauſe nothing is Unlawfal, bat that 
you may make uſe of ſuch indirect and 
crooked Arts as theſe, to blaſt my 
Reputation, and to poſſeſs Mens Minds 
with Diſfaffection to my Perſon, leſt ot her- 
wiſe, perad venture, they might with ſome 
Indifference bear Reaſon from me, Gop, 
J hope, which bringeth Light out of 
Darkneſs, will turn your Counſels to 
Fooliſhneſs, and give all good Men 
Grace to perceive how weak and ruinous 
that Religion muſt be, which needs Sup- 
portance from ſuch weak and ruinous 
Devices! So I call them, becauſe they 
deſerve no better Name: For what are 
all theſe Perſonal Matters, which hither- 
to you have ſpoken of, to the Buſineſs in 
Hand ? If it could be proved, that Car- 
dinal Bellarmine was indeed a Few, or 
that Cardinal Perron was an Arbeiſt, 
yet, I preſume, you would not accept 
of this for an Anſwer to all their Writ- 

| ings 
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© tings in Defence of your Religion. Let 
© then my Actions, and Intentions, and 
© Opinions be what my will, yet, I 
hope, Trath is nevertheleſs Truth, nor 
© Reaſon ever the leſs Reaſon, becauſe I 
© ſpeak it. And therefore the Chriſtian 
© Reader, knowing that his Salvation de- 
© pends upon his impartial and ſincere 
Judgment of theſe Things, will guard 
© himſelf I hope: from theſe Impoſtures, 
and regard not the Per ſon, but the Cauſe 
and the Reaſons of it: not who ſpeaks, 
© but what is ſpoken.” [Preface to the 
Author of Charity maintained, Set. 29.] 

1 wiſh with all my Heart this was 
entirely foreign to the Caſe in Hand. 
But what, for God's ſake, have the fol- 
lowing Flowers of Rhetorick to do 
with the Cauſe which the Biſhop main- 
tains, and the Reaſons he gives for it ? 
p. 24, 26, 27. viz. That the Enemies of 
our Eſtabliſhed Church d its Spiritual 
Powers, read him with Pleaſure and Tri- 
umph; that / were elated, and thought 
themſelves privileged to inſult; that the Se- 
Caries and Free-Thinkers (as ſuch) thought 
the Incenſe of their Thanks and Praiſes to 
be due; that the generality of oar profeſsd 
and moſ} perverſe Enemies have the 
Confidence of - pretending, to find their 
Account in it, [the Biſhop's Sermon.) Are 

| not 


to the Subject of which the Biſhop 


($) 


Hot all theſe perſonal Matters, and which, 


whether true or falſe, are utterly foreign 
treats? 
Certainly, ket Atheiſts and Free-Thiykers, 


and the Enemies of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


behave themſelves never ſo unfeemly, 
Truth is never the leſs Trath, nor Reaſon 
ever the leſs Reaſon, beg th 
This, 1 confeſs, is a Treatment of 
His Lordſhip, that I never expected 
from a Writer, who is ſo ſevere on e- 
very Appearance of it in His Lordſhip 
Himſelf. For ſo far as I can ſee in all 
the Paſſaggs yon tranſcribe from him, 
there is not ſo-much as one perſona! Refle- 
ction on the Conduct of any particular 
Member of your Houſe. Nay, his Lord- 


ſhip does not fo much as intimate that 
the Enemies of our Eſtabliſh'd Church, 


and its Spiritual Powers, [the Papiſts and 
Nonjurors, who may be ,more properly 


ſtiled fo than the Presbyterians, fince they 
neither allow us to have any Spiritual 
Powers; nor to be ſo much as a Church, 
whereas the Presbyterians own Both] read 
your Report with Pleaſare and Triumph: 


hat the Sectaries and Free- Thinkers, 


(as ſuch) think the Incenſe of their 


Thanks and Praiſes to be due: That 


the Enemies of our Eſtabliſned Church 
and Civil State are elated, and think 


them- 


(9) 
themſelves privileged to 2»/alt : Of which 
Mr. Lam has given a very flagrant Proof 
in his Two late Pamphlets : That the 
Generality of our profeſſed and moſt per- 
verſe Enemies, the Papiſts and Nozjurors, 
have the Confidence of pretending to 
find their Account in this Diviſion made 
among the Clergy, by the Heat expreſ- 
ſed againſt the Biſhop. And yet any 
Engliſhman knows that this is a much 
truer Account than that which you have 
given. And I wiſh you may not live 
to experience and feel the Effects of it. 

You ſeem, Sir, p. 21. to reſent very 
highly the Biſhop's Complaint of the 
worſt Interpretation being put 'on his Words, 
& c. But can you ſay they were not ca- 
pable of a Better than was put on them 
by the Committee? You ſay they un- 
derſtood what His Lordſhip ſpoke of the 
Inviſible Church, to be meant of the viſi- 
ble, or, if you pleaſe, a /egally eftabliſh'd 
Church. Now I appeal to your ſelf, 
whether if the Biſhop's Sermon had 
been thought a well. meant Diſcourſe, ſuch 
an Interpretation would ever have been 
put on what His Lordſhip ſays of the 
Church or Kingdom of Chriſt. His Lord- 
ſhip's Words always appeared to me ve- 
ry plain: That the Church of Chriſt, or 
* Kingdom of Chriſt, in the Mouth of a 

1 B Chri- 


(10) 


ll © Chriſtian, is the Number of Men, whe- 
| ther Small or Great, whether diſper/ed 
0 or united, who truly and ſincerely are 
Subjects to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their 
k Law. giver and Judge, in Matters rela- 
ting to the Favour of God, and their 
| Eternal Salvation. Can this be ſaid of 
| any Body or Society of Chriſtians now 
it in the World, that they are a Number 
li of Men— who truly and ſincereſ are 
l Subjects to Jeſus Chriſt alone? The 3 
l ed Archbiſhop Mhitgift, among other 


| Differences which He obſerves betwixt 3 
l the Church in the Apoſtles Times, and 
i the Church now, obſerves, that in the 
* Apoſtles Time, All, or the Moſt that 
were Chriſtians were vertuous and 
fl * godly, and ſuch as did ſincerely pro- 
© fels the Word Whereas now the 
lt © Church is full of Hypocrites, Diſſemblers, 
j | © Drunkaras, Whoremongers, &c. There 
0 © be not only Hypocrazes, (which deal 
I * ſincerely in nothing, no not in publick 
ji © AQions;) but there be ſuch alſo. as 
i © be corrupt both in Religion and Life. 
| [Defence of the Anſwer to the Admonition, 
jj p. 176, 177.] I wiſh our own Times 
l were without any. Proofs of this, or 
i that there were none among Us, who 
made it a Mark of their Zeal for the 
Church, to curſe and ſwear, and be —_— 
or 


% 
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(nm) 

for It. But pray, Sir, conſider, 1s it the 
ſame thing to be truly and ſincerely Sub- 
3:as to Chriſt alone; and to deal ſincere- 
ly in nothing, but ro be corrupt both in 
Religion and Life ? dy. x c 

The Acconnt which the Biſhop gives 
of the Church of Chriſt, is the very ſame 
which our firſt Reformers gave, Men 
who ſeaPd their Confeſſion with their 
Blood, and counted not their own Lives dear 
unto themſelves, ſo that they might finiſh their 
> Courſe with Joy, Thus the Aasburgh Con- 
feſſion defines the Church to be 4 Con- 
gregation of Saints and true Believers, In 
the humble and anfeigned Confeſſion of the 


Belief of certain poor baniſhed Men, Gs. 


— ſent moſt humbly anto the Lords of 
ExXGLAND, and all the Commons of the 
ſame from Wirtemburg, Anno. 1554. the 
14th of May, which was compoſed by 
thoſe of the Exgliſh Proteſtant Minifters, 
who then fled out of the Land for rhe 
ſake of their Religion, we have this 
Account of The Charch. Tho” this Word 
(Church) be taten in divers Significat tons : 
As for a particular Congregation, ſometime of 
the Good, fomet ime of the Wioked, fometime 
8 4 3 . ood and Evil to- 
gether, and otherwiſe uſurped, partly for an 
Houſe of Common — aha — ks the 
only State of the Clergy : yet are we fully per. 

; 5 2 [waaea, 


(12) 


ſwaded, and do ftedfaſtly believe, that there 
is but One only Apoſtolick and Holy Catholick or 
univerſal Church and Congregation of God, 
which being moved, taught and gathered to- 
gether from among all Nations of the whole 
World, by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
into the Unity and Truth of the Faith and 
undefiled Religion of the Apoſtles : is not 
only  ſanttifyd, cleanſed and purify'd in the 
Blood of our Saviour Chriſt, but ſpecially al- 
Jo endow'd with unfeigned Holineſs of Life, 
This Church is the myſtical Body 
and beloved Spouſe of Chriſt, who is the 
Head and Saviour thereof, At this Ac- 
count of the Church, the Papiſts, as Me. 
lancton tells us in his Apology for the Auſ- 
burg Confeſſion, took great Offence, and 
we 4 great Clamours againſt it. On 
which Occaſion that Great Man obſerves, 
profecto verum eſt quod aiunt, Nullum reme- 
dium eſſe adverſus Sycophants morſum. Mi- 
bil tam circumſpette dici poteſt ut calumniam 
evitare queat, He ſhews that he who is 
a Sinner, aliqua ſorde maculatus, cannot 
© be ſaid to be of the Charch, nor cannot 
be called a, Sabject of Chriſt's ; That 
although Fhlpocrites and Wicked Men 
© bave a Fellowſhip with this true Church 
in the external Rites of it; yet when 
the Church is defined, it is neceſſary 
that ſhould be defined, which is the Li- 
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ving Body of Chriſt, which is the Charch 
both in Name and Thing. hat it is ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould underſtand what it is 
that is the principal Efficient of our be- 


ing Members and living Members of the 
Charch: That if the Charch ſhould be 


only defined to be an external Polity 


of Good 'and Bad, Men would not 
underſtand that the Kingdom of Chriſt 
is Righteouſneſs of Heart, and the En- 
dowment of the Holy Spirit, but would 
imagine it to be only an external Obſer- 
vation of certain Services and Ceremonies ; 
that there would be no Difference be- 
twixt the People of the Law, and the 
Church, if the Church was an external 
Polity , and diſtinguiſhed from the 
World by Civil Riten: That the Church 
is the Ringdom of Chriſt, and that the 


Kingdom of the Devil is diſtinct from 


it, and oppoſite to it ; and that it is 
certain that wicked Men are under 
the Power of the Devil and Mem- 
bers of his Kingdom, and that there- 
fore the Church, which is truly the 
Kynugdom of Chriſt, is properly a Con- 


bo of Saints : That perhaps their 
A 


verſaries had rather the Church ſhould 

be defined thus: wiz. An external Mo- 
narchy Supreme over all the World, wherein 
the Pope has a Power amine, which no 
he a 5d. on bs 


(is 


ſl * One may diſpute or condemn, of making 
4 * Articles of Faith, of aboliſhing what Scrip- 
hy © tares he pleaſes, of Inſtituting Services and 
© Sacrifices, of mating what Laws he has 4 
1 * mind to, and of Apenſing with and ab- 
f * ſolving Men from what Laws he will, 
i; © whether Divine, Canon or Civil, &c. 
0 That if they had thus defined the Church, 
if they ſhould have had perhaps ore fa- 
il © wourable ꝓudges. 4. 
| The Definition of the Charch given by 
kk Bellarmine, is this. The Church is an 
0 Aſſembly er Company of Men incorporated 
[F or united together by the Profeſſion of the 
ſame Chriſtian Faith, and the Communion 
of the ſame Sacraments, under the Govern- 
ment of lawful Paſtors, and eſpecially of the 
Biſhop of Rome, the only Nic of Chriſt 
upon Earth. The Uſe which He makes 
of this Definition is, that no Body can be 
ſubject unto Chriſt, and in Communion with 
the Heavenly Church, tho? he deſires ne- 
ver ſo much fo to be, if he be not ab- 
je to the Pope. This our Biſhop and 
Martyr, Hooper, very juſtly repreſents as 
aſſerting that the * Church is bound to 


— 


* Ecclefsa gon 4 155 eſt in ſolio & corona aurea 
Pontificis, im galero purpureo' Cardinalum, in mitris 
licornibus Epiſcoporum, &c. ſed gloria felice Regis ſeu 
Ecclefie eſt ad intra in Chriſto Domino gloniæ, in Evan- 
celioglorie, in ſpe gloria. Gerh. Loci Com. Tom, 5. P. 264. 
WER. ; one 


(15) 

one Sort of People, or an ordinary 
«© Succeſſion of Biſhops, Cardinals or ſuch 
like: That it is to make the Church of 
* Chriſt degenerate into a CY] ]˙. Policy, 
[Confeſſion December 20. 1550. ] 

The Wiſe and Excellent Mr. Chilling- 
worth has effeQually- confuted this Noti- 
on of the Papiſtsin a few Words. Relig, of 
Proteſtants, &c. Ch. 5. Set. 32. To leave 
the Church, and to leave the External Com- 
munion of the Church, is not the ſame 
Thing. at [leaving the Church] being 
done by ceaſing to be 4 Member of it, by 
ceaſing to have thoſe Requiſites which con- 
ſtitute a Man 4 Member of it, as Faith an 
Obedience, This [leaving the External 
Communion of the Church] being done 
by refuſing to communicate with any Church 
in her Liturgies 2d Publick Worfhip of 
God. This little. Armour, if it be rightly 
placed, 1 am perſwaded will repell all tho 
Batteries which you threaten ſhall be ſo fas 
YIOUS. 

If I do not miſtake, the Account given 
by the late Anti-Biſhop Hickes, of the 
Church, in his Thirty Nine Propoſitions, is 
very much like this of Bellarmine s, and 
makes the Church and the external Com- 
munion of it the ſame thing, Thus he 
defines it, The Catholick Church is the 
* Kingdom of God, the Incorporate Bo- 

dy 


(16) 
dy of Chriſtians. ' Chriſt is tle King 
of this Spiritual Kingdom, and the 
High Prieſt of this Catholick Church. 
The Biſhops are his Chief Miniſters, 
Vicegerents, and Spiritual Sovereigns of 
* this Kingdom : 'To Them is required 
* Sabjeftion, Obedience, and Fidelity, To 
© refuſe to communicate with them is to 
© be out of the Charch, to ceaſe to be a 
Member of It, and to /ofſe all Title to 
© the Promiſes of the Goſpel, ſo as to be 4. 
© ble to lay no Claim to them, or any of 
them, not ſo much as Remiſſion of 
Sins, how eminent ſoever he may be for 
© Perſonal Pertaues ? 

When I firſt read the Biſhop's Sermon, 
I thought he had reſpect to theſe Noti- 
ons, which you know, Sir, at the happy 
Acceſſion of His preſent Majeſty to the 
Throne of this Kingdom, were more 
openly and induſtriouſly maintained than 
before. The Aim of thoſe who propa- 
gated them, was to induce well-meaning 
People to join with them, and help to 
carry on their political Deſign of altering 
the Government, by perſwading them 
that the e/tabliſÞ'd Church was Schiſmatical, 
that they were obliged to ſeparate from 
the external Communion of the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of It, at the Peril of their Souls. 


That they could not poſſibly be ſaved in 
1 
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a Communion, where all heir Prajers 
were Sin, and Sacraments Sacriledge. Pro- 
poſition . xxxix.] In Oppoſition to this, 
the Biſhop, conſonant, as I have ſhewn, 
to the Principles of our Reformers, ſhews 
that a Chriſtian's Title to God's Favour 
cannot depend {imply upon their adhering 
to ſuch a particular external Communion. 
Is not this now the ſame as to ſay, that 
a Man does not leave the Church, or 
ceaſe to be a Member of it, or is not 
out of a State of Salvation, by refuſing to 
to communicate with any Church in her 
Liturgies and Pablick Worſhip ; but by his 
cealing to have theſe Requiſites which 
conſtitutes a Man a Member of the my- 
ſtical Body of Chriſt, viz, Faith and 
Obedience? The Biſhop obſerved in his 
Preſervative, &c. That God cannot put 
the Eternal Salvation of bis Creatures upon 
any thing, but what he puts in their Power 
to do, and be ſatisfied about. This, I con- 
feſs, I think agreeable to Common Senſe, 
and the Notions I have of the Jaſtice and 
Goodneſs of God. But now if our Eter- 
nal Salvation depends on our holding Ex- 
ternal Communion With a particular Church, 
and being ſubject to the Paſtors of it, it 
is certain that it depends upon ſomewhat 
which we may not have in our own 
Power to do, and "_—_—— we . | 
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(18) 


be ſatisfied. Since, as the learned Dr. Joh» 


White obſerves, all the External Govern- 


ment of the Church may come to Decay, 

in that the local and perſonal wy” of 
the Paſtors may be x ule ch the Diſ- 
cipline hindred, the Preachers ſcattered, 
and the outward Exerciſe of Government 

and Religion ſuſpended, whereby it ſhall 

come to paſs that in all the World you 
cannot ſee any one particular Church, 
publickly profeſſing the true Faith, W here- 
* to you may ſafely join your ſelf, [Way 
to the true Church, p. 88. Ed. qto.] 

But you, Sir, are pleaſed to inſert ſome 
Remarks of the judicious Mr. Chillingworth, 
which you intimate to be very different 
from thoſe Paſſages in the Preſervative, ta- 


a 6 


ken Notice of by the Committee, &c. and 


that we are not likely to find them in his 
Lordſhip's intended large Collection, &c. I 
confeſs I am of the ſame mind. But, pray 
Sir, don't you think theſe Remarks as diffe- 
rent from what that wiſe and excellent Man 
has ſaid in his Book of the Religion of Prote- 


ſtants, &c. which was publiſhed by him- 


ſelf, and I believe written after theſe Ser- 
mons, which have been added to it ſince his 
Death? For if it be true that Chriſt Feſas 
* has delegated, or given to his Miniſters 
an Authority of binding and looſing Sins 
upon Earth, with a Promiſe, that ap 

ro- 


(19) 
© Proceedings in the Court of Heaven ſhould. 
© be directed and regulated by Theirs upon 
Earth; It muſt follow, that God has 
put in the Power of his Miniſters the 424 
thoritative Diſpoſal of the Salvation or Dam- 
nation of their Fellow Creatures. And how 
is this at all conſiſtent with the Aſſertion 
that the Requiſites which conſtitute a Man 4 
Member of the Church, are Faith and O- 
bedience? Certainly he ought to have ad- 
ded, Subjection, and Fidelit) to the Paſtors 
of it, his Spiritual Sovereigns, and partaking 
of the Heavenly Bleſſing of their Abſatving 
and Releaſing him from his Sins. We know 
whoſe Dottrine it is that All Sins commit- 
ted after Baptiſm are remitted” by the Sacr a- 
ment of Penance, If ſo, Faith and Obedience 
are not ſufficient. But can any thing be 
more axlike that wiſe and excellent Man, 
than to affirm that the Proceedings in the 
Court of Heaven, are directed and regulated 
by the Proceedings of our Biſhops and 
Priefts upon Earth? Nay, that Chri/t 
Himſelf has promiſed this? For what is 
this but to ſuppoſe Chriſt to engage, that 
His unerring Mi/aom, Juſtice; and Good- 
neſs ſhall be ſubject to, and directed by, the 
Proceedings of Weak, Fallible, Wicked and 
Paſſionate Men? Muſt not a Chriſtian's 
Ears tingle at this? or can a Heathen, who | 
has any Notion of the Divine Nature, | 
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hear without bluſhing, that the Miſdom 
of God is to be directed and regulated by 
the Folly of Men? TEN 

There is in one of thoſe well-meant Trea- 
tiſes, which you ſay were written, with 
E:xquiſiteneſs of Learning and Soundneſs of 
Jad ment, a very * Bn and I am 
ſure a more Chriftiaa Account of this 
Power and Authority. The Treatiſe is 
entituled, 4 Diſcourſe concerning Auricular * 
Confeſſion, and printed 1684. p. 39. 
The Author obſerves, That Men return 
from the Confeſlor's Chair (as they are 
made to believe) as pure as from the 
« Font, and as innocent as from their 
Mother's Womb; as if God was con- 
© cluded by the Act of the Prieſt, [or as 
© if the Proceedings in the Court of Heaven 
were directed and regulated by thoſe of the 


Prieſt,] and as if he [the Prieſt] being 
« fatisfied with an humble Poſture, a de- 


jected Look, and a lamentable Murmur, 
God Almighty wou' d be put off ſo too. 
Ah nimium faciles qui triſtia criminia, Sc. 
Ah cheating Prieſts, who make fond Men believe, 
That God Almighty pardons all you ſprieve. 


P. 40, 41. The Author lays down the fol- 
lowing Propoſitions. 


8 1. The 
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© x, The Prieſt cannot pardon whom he 
£ will, let him be called Jadex and Preſes 
never ſo; for if his Sentence be not ac- 
* cording to Law, it will be declared null 
at the Great Day; only it may be good 
© and valid in the mean Time in foro Eccle- 
* ſie; and here lies the Cheat. 

2. Nor are all Sins retained. or unforgi- 
ven with God, that are not pardoned By 
the Prieſt; it is true in Public Scandals, 
till the Sinner ſubmit to the Church, 
God will not forgive him; for what that 
© binds on Earth, is in this Senſe bound in 
© Heaven; but what hath the Church to 
do to retain or bind the Sinner in the 
* Caſe of Secret Sins, where it can charge 
* noGuilt on him ? 5 

© 3. Nor is it properly the AF of the 
* Prieſs which pardons, but the Tenor of 
© the Law, and the Diſpoſition of Mind in 
* the Penitent, agreeable thereunto, qua- 
* fying him for Pardon, to which the Par- 
don is to be imputed: As it is not the 
Herald which pardons, but the Prince, 
© who by his Proclamation beſtows that 
Grace upon thoſe who are ſo and ſo 
* qualified, 

4. Nor, Laſtly, Can the Prieſt be ſaid 
to pardon ſo properly by thoſe Majeſtick 
Words, Abſolvo te, as by his whole Mini- 
* ſtry inſtructing People in the Terms of the 

| + * New. 
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New "Covenant, and making Applicati- 
on of that to them by the Sacraments : 
This he hath Commiſſion to do, but 
thoſe big Words I cannot find that he 
hath any where Authority to pronounce; 
and therefore the Ancient Church had 
no Form of Abſolution, but only receiv 

ing Penitents to the Communion : And 
the Greek Church had ſo much Modeſty 
as to abſolve in the Third Perſon, not in 
the Firſt, to ſhew that their Pardon was 
Miniſterial and Declarative only. 

All theſe Things notwithſtanding, the 
People are let to go away with ſuch an 
Opinion as aforeſaid, becauſe it is for the 


Grandeur and Intereſt of the Prieſthood, 


that they ſhould be cheated: but theſe 
Mi ſapprehenſions would vaniſh, if their 
Teachers would be ſo jaſt as to diſtin- 
guiſh between God's Abſolution, and the 
Abſolation of the Church; the firſt of 
which extends to the moſt ſecret Sins, 
the latter to open Scandals only; the one 
delivers from all real Gailt, the other 
from External Cenſure only; of the latter 
the Prieſt may (by the Leave of the 
Church) have the full Diſpenſation, ſo 
that he is really pardoned with her that 


hath /arisfied the Prieſt; but of the for- 


mer [the Delivery from all real Guilt] 
he diſpenſès condjtionallyj. So far is this 
Writer 


(23) 


Writer from daring to affirm that God 
has engaged to be concluded by the Acts 
of his Prieſts, that he has made over his 
Power to them, and promiſed that his 
Proceedings in Heaven, ſhall be direfed 
and regulated by theirs upon Earth, This 
he truly obſerves is to make People believe 
that their Salvation and Damnation zs in the 
Power of the Prieſt, that he is a little God 
Almighty, and his Diſcbarge would certain- 
ly paſs current in the Court of Heaven, Molt 
certainly! ſince the Proceedings of that 
2 are to be ruled by what the Prieſt 

I will not offer to make any Apology for 
this large Tranſcript from this excellent 
Writer. I only am ſorry that You are not 
ſo happy to be of the ſame truly Chriſtian 
Sentiments. But I have learned from an- 
other.of the Well-meaning Writers of thoſe 
Times, * That very often it happens, that 
Men are led away by lofty Conceits of their 
own Judgment, and the extravagant Opini- 
on they have of themſelves will not ſuſſer 
them to attempt ſuch an ingenious Examina- 
tion of Things, as implies a Poſſibility of their 
being deceived, Men whoſe Thoughts are 
all employed about the Rights, Powers, Pri- 


* 


* Perſuaſive to an ingenious Trial of Opinions. 
vileges 
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vileges and Dignity of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood; who have been brought to fancy 
themſelves Spiritual Sovereigns, and that 
even the Princes of this World are their 
Subjects, and are obliged to pay Sabjection, 
Obedience and Fidelity to them; it is no 
wonder if they do ſometime believe them- 
ſelves to be ſomething more than Men; 
fancy themſelves Vice-Gods; nay, what's 
more, that it is in their Power to preſcribe 
Rules to his Proceedings. And it is as 
difficult to convince ſuch Men of their 
Miſtakes, as it is to cure a Phrenſy, or re- 
gulate the Imaginations of a ſick Brain. 
© If they be not ſuccoured mightily by the 
© the Grace of God, their Minds are bar- 
© red up for ever. 

This Confideration may perhaps in ſome 
Meaſure account for that anaccoumtable 
Darkneſs which you ſay ſeem'd to have 
overſpread the Minds and Faculties of all 
Men, i. e. ſome Men at the Time when the 
Biſhop's Sermon was publiſhed, We 
have now for almoſt theſe Thirty Years 
paſt had it continually dinn'd in our Ears, 
That this very Power, viz. All Power in 
Heaven and Earth which Chriſt Jeſus had, 
after deſcended to his Apoſtles, and from 
them to their Succeſſors the Bilhops and 
Paſtors of the Church. [Lowth of the Sub- 
jet of Church-Power, Pref.] That the 


Bi- 
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Biſhops and Prieſts of the Chriſtian Church 
are Chriſt's Vicegerents, &c. Aud can any 
one now ſuppoſe that Men, whoſe Heads 
are full of ſuch Notions and Pretences fo 
agreeable to the Prize and Vanity of Hu- 
mane Nature, ſhould ſoon and readily 
underſtand a Diſcourſe; whoſe main De- 
ſign was to ſhew that Chriſt is King in his 
own Kingdom, that He has appointed no 
Vicegerents to ſupply his Place here upon 
Earth, nor veſted any Mortal with the 
ſame Power which he himſelf has? Be- 
ſides, if I may believe another of the well. 
meaning Writers of the Times you mention, 
it's no new or unuſual Thing for * Things 
to be ſtrangely and unaccountably carried 
in publick Meetings of Men of extraordinary 
Fame. The greater Part are ſometimes mi- 
Staken themſelves, or miſlead others, through 
Paſſion, and falſe Intereſt, or are carried a- 
way in the Noiſe or Torrent of 4 Multitude, 
or are impoſed on by the Crafty, I heartily 
wiſh this Obſervation had not been con- 
firmed by the Tranſactions of our own 
Times. But Lam afraid there are but too 
many Proofs on Record, of the Behavi- 
our of ſome Men of Extraordinary Fame a- 
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11 70 us, as evince they have been either 
miſled through Paſſion. and Falſe Intereſt, 
or have been impoſed an by the, Crafty. 
The Character which our preſent moſt 
Religious and Learned Primate thought 
himtelf obliged Ten Years ago to give of 
ſome of the Clergy, and for which he was 
ſo inhumanely and wnchriſtianly abuſed, have 
they yet taken any Care to ſhew they did 
not deſerve ? This, I confeſs, is a melan- 
choly Subject, and I heartily wiſh. it could 
be concealed. But alas! the late Behavi- 
our of ſome of the Engliſh Clergy has been 
too open and publick for their beſt Friends 
to keep it ſecret. This has been very ful- 
ly owned by a hearty Friend of theirs, the 
Vindicator of the Realm and Church of 
England from the Charge of Perjury, es. 
And if we who live at ſo great a Di- 
ſtance from London can be certain of any 
thing fatd to be done there, it ſeems an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty was agreed to in 
your Houſe but by your ſingle Vote. It's 
too well known that the Firſt of Auguſt, 
the Ta of his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion 
to the Crown, was refuſed by many to be 
obſerved. And when ſome of them were 
called to an account for it by their Ordi- 
naries, it was pretended that the King 
bad no Power to ordain 4 Feſtival, and that 


the Prayers appointed to be uſed, tho' the 
| very 


(37) 
very ſame as were uſed on March the 8th 
for many Years without any Oppoſition, 
were illegal. The firſt of which Poſitions 
is you know, Sir, reckon'd by Dr. Hicks 
among the 72 and damnable Poſitions of 
Ant iepiſcopal Writers, and the other the 
very ſame Cavil which the Puritans uſed 
with more Plauſibility, in King James the 
Firſt's Time, againſt the Additions made 
by that Prince to the Liturgy, after the 
Hampton-Court Conference, You have 
heard no doubt of the Text choſen by 
the Preacher at Bath, on Auguſt 1. laſt 
Summer, viz, Matt. iv. 8, 9. and how 
unſual a thing it was then in that Place for 
the Preachers to pray, or to bid the Prayers 
for the ig and the Ne Famih. Nay, 
fo general was this Humour, I pray God 
it be not ſo ſtill, that even Dr. Tho. Biſs, 
one of his Majeſty's Chaplains in ordinary, 
and as it's ſaid here, one of your Commit- 
tes, could not forbear to reflect that tho? 


the common People hear them [the Mini- 


ſters of the Church] glaah, the Elders, 


the chief among Men ſet them at nought, 
and treat them with Deriſion. The plain 


Eugliſb of which is well enough underſtood 
by the common People; who know very 
well that had theſe Sermons been preached 
two or three Years ſooner, the Preacher 
would ngt have thought there was any 
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Reaſon for making ſuch Complaint. It is 
very eaſy, much eaſier than J am ſure I 
wiſh it was, to enlarge on this melan- 
cholly Subject. The only uſe I make of 
it is to ſhew that Aſſemblies, conſiſting of 
Men who have thus behaved themſelves, 
and ſhewn themſelves ſo overſwayed with 


factious Intereſts, can never expect to have 


much Regard ſhewn to them. Even thoſe 
Crafty Men who impoſe on them, and 


make uſe of them to carry on their own 


Deſigns, do in their Hearts deſpiſe them. 
And this will be ſeen very plainly, if ever 
God, as a Puhiſhment far our Unthankful- 
neſs, ſhould deliver us up into the Hands 
of thole Men who are contriving our 
Ruin, and who have daily Occaſion given 
them by our Diviſions, to flatter them- 
ſelves that they ſhall yet be able to de- 
ſtroy us. | 

I for my Part ſhould be exceeding glad 
to ſee the Members of your Houſe proved 


ſuperior to every Temptation of Envy or 


Party-Zeal, &c. But to ſpeak my real 
Thovghts, it ſeems to me very odd, That 
ſo many Books and Pamphlets ſhould of 
late been publiſhed by Clergymen and 
others, in which our Articles, Rabricks, 
Canons and Homilies are ſo openly and 
plainly oppugned, and yet not one of 
| N them 
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them be complained of by your Houſe, 
With your Leave Pll name a few. 
I. Lay-Baptiſm invalid. In which the 
Aut hority of the Miniſter is made to be 
one of the Eſſentials of Baptiſm, directly 
contrary to the Rubrick in the, Miniſtrati, 
on of private Baptiſm, which aſſerts the 
Things eſſential. to this Sacrament to be 
the Matter and the Words. 01 
2. Sacerdotal Powers, which contends for 
the Neceſſity of private Abſolution, and of 
Confeſſion to a Prieſt, in order to obtain it; 
directly contrary to the Rubrick in the 
Viſitation of the Sick, which direQs the 
Prieſt only tq move the lick Perſon to make 
a ſpecial Confeſſion of his Sins, in caſe he 
feel his Conſcience troubled with any weighty 
Matter, and to abſolve him after the ſort 
there preſcribed, if the ſick Perſon humbly 
and heartily deſire it; and to the, ſecond - 
Part of the Sermon of Repentance, which 
inſtructs us, that if am of us do find our 
ſelves troubled in Conſcience, they may re- 
pair to our learned Curate or Paſtor, or # 
ſome other Godly Learned Man, and ſhew 
the Trouble and Doubt of our Conſcience to 
them, that we may receive at their Hand the 
comfortable Salve of God's Word. | 
3. The anbloody Sacrifice and Altar unvail- 
ea and ſupported, In this Book is aſſerted 
2 real Change of the Bread and Wine, 1 
78 the 
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the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, 
and imparting to them a myſtick Vertue 
as IRE 8 * | 18 ſtiles 

ripen's ſaying, that they are caſt oat into 
— which our gen learned Di- 
vines have quoted as an irrefragable Teſti- 
mony againſt Tranſubſt ant iat on, one of that 
learned Man's Particularities ; and labours 
to prove that the Fathers were generally 
of another Opinion, or do in Words at 
length deny it. Now this ſeems to be a 
Contradiction of what is affirmed in the. 
Advertiſement at the end of the Commu- 
nion, That the Sacramental Bread and Wine 
remain ſtill in their very Natural Subſtances; 
In Conſequence of this Principle, the ſame 
Writer affirms, that the wicked Communt- 
cant does externally eat and drink the Body and 
Blood, Whereas, Article xxix. aſſerts 
that they only eat and drink the Sign or 
Sacrament of ſo great a Thing, The Order 
for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
plainly ſuggeſts to us that God does vouch- 
ſafe to feed with the ſpiritual Food of the 
moſt precious Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
only hol who. duly receive the Holy My- 
ſeries of Bread and Wine: And our Cate- 
chiſm teaches us, that the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt are yerily and indeed received 
by the Faithful, not by the Wicked. The 
ſame Man repreſents The Order for the Ad- 
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miniſtration of the Lord's Supper, &c. as di. 
fective, becauſe it wants a. Prajer of Oblati. 
on; and tells. us that we mult ſupply this 
Deſect 45 well a5 we can, by our omm private 
” ſilent Devotions,” A later Writer has found 
out more Deficzencies in this Order, ſuch as 
he thinks are ſufficient to found a Separation 
upon, vis. Its not ordering Water to be 
mixed with the Wine; nqt providing 2 
Prayer for the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt 
on the Elements; and not appointing 
Prayers for the Dead. But, I am afraid 
I tire you, and therefore will name but 
one more. edu, oz 414150; 
4. An Eecleſiaſtica! Hiſtory of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. In this Work, as the learned 
Biſhop of Car/iſle has obſerved; the Rea · 
der Wilk obſerve ſome ſpecial Reſpects paid 
to the Biſhops and See of Rome. He la» 
bours all he can to blacken and diſparage 
our Reformers,. and to repreſent the Ac» 
counts given of our Reformation as falſe 
and n e he takes all 
Occaſions to impugn the King's Supremacy, 
and under i over of 13 con- 
demns Archbiſhop Bancroft's Defence of 
the Regal Supremacy, and goes about to 
ſhew that the Fathers ſtand on the Pari. 
rans e ad F 
But theſe and others of the ſame kind, 
your Houle pethaps thought ell mean 
521˙ Treatiſes, 
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Freatiſes, aud honeſtly intended for the 
Support of Hrerarchy, and Defence of the 
Myſtical, Hierarpical, and Sacerdotal Powers, 
And, as Mr. "Thorndike ſays, When all is 
done, Men mv ft and will be Judges for them: 
ſelves. And ſo long as the Majority of 
your Houſe are of Opinionthat they have, 
as Prieſts, ſo exalted a Power, that even 
the Proceedings of Chriſt Himſelf, are re- 
gulatea and Anett by - theirs : no one 
ought to Wonder, if they are not dif- 
poſed to cenſure Books written to pro- 
pagate ſiich Notions, be they never ſo 
contrary to what they have ſubſcribed. 
I am very ſenſible how loath we are, 
any of us, to lay the Blame of any thing 
on our ſelves. Thus the Officers of the 
Children of Vſrael had the Blame laid on 
them by Pharaoh's Servants, of their not 
fulfilling their Task in making Bricks, 
tho* they themſelves were the true Occa- 
ſion of it. And therefore the Officers Re- 
preſentation to Pharaoh was very juſt; 
There is no Straw given unto thy Servants, 
and they ſay to us, Make Brick ; and behold 
thy Servants are beaten; but the Fault is in 
thine own Peopte, It ſeems to me very hard 
that any Chriſtians ſhould be expoſed as 
Free-Thinkers, Enemies to the Prieſthood, 
Sec. Only becauſe they will, as they muſt, 
if they act as Reaſonable Creatures, be 

i et Judges 
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Judges for themſelves. Give me Leave 
once more to tranſcribe a Paſſage from 
one of thoſe well meant Treatiſes which 
you ſo juſtly commend, '* That it ſhould 
be dangerous to private Perſons to weigh 
and conſider, as well as they can, what 
© their Guides teach them to believe or to 
© do, this is that which I can by no 
© means underſtand, unleſs it were a dan- 
* gerous thing to follow our Guides like 
Men that have. Reaſon, and not like 
* Beaſts that have none. To affirm 
© that a Liberty of examining and judg- 
© ing in Matters of Religion, doth Milchief 
© inthe Church, and is the Cauſe of Here- 
© fies and Schiſms, is in Effect to ſay, that 
it had been much better, in order to the 
Peace of the Church, and the prevailing 
of Truth, that Men had been nearer to 
Stocks and Stones, than endued with 
„natural Abilities of judging, and natural 
Propenſions to uſe thoſe Abilities; which 
I think would be to reflect upon the 
* Wiſdom of our Maker. For certainly 
* it had been better for Men to have 
* wanted the Faculties of Judging and 
* Proving, if it be ſo dangerous a thing 
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to the, Church to make uſe of them. 
F J Nor is it much for the Credit of the 
il Church, that it ſbould be againſt her 
Intereſt for Men to examine — Do- 
5 * Arine, and uſe their Reaſon about it 
k © as well as they can. 
w Jo ſpeak to the Thing: It is not the 
al © Liberty AF Examination and Judgment in 
i order to the Knowled ge - the Truth, 
that cauſeth Hereſies and Schiſms, but che 
not making à right uſe of this Liberty, i. e. 
Mens entring upon this Work with 
Pride, and the Prevalency of Luſt and 
Paſſion, and Worldly Intereſt, their want 
of Care and Diligence, and of proving 
Things ſufficiently ;, their taking up Opi- 
nions without reaſonable DTS and 
then ſeeking for Pretences to colour their 
Obſtinacy. The Luſts and Vices of 
Men are againſt the Peace of the Church 
and the Intereſt of Truth, but not the 
Uſe of that Reaſon which is the Divine 
Part of our Natures, and which God 
| hath given us to reſtrain and govern our 
inferior Faculties. 
is true indeed, that if few or none 
© troubled themſelves at all to jaage in 
© Matters of Religion, there would be no 
Hereſies. But tis true too, that if they 
* had no Reaſon to op of theſe This 
; at 
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© at all, there would have been no Here- 
ſies: and tis as true that if there had been 
no Religion at all, it were impoſſible that 
„there ſhbuld®be Hereſies in Religion. 
But will any Meh ſay, that Re2o» or 
Religion is therefore the Cauſe 6f Here- 
ſies? And yet there is as mueh reaſon 
to ſay this, as to conclude that tlie uſe 
of our own” Underſtandings' in the 
things of God, is the Cauſe of Here- 
ies. Theſe Things are too groſs to heed 
6 Coafuta ties. 2 

© And yet this pretence oe the Li- 
© berty of proving What is proponnded to 
aus in Religion, is intended chiefly a- 
© painſt” private and ordinary perſont, but 
not againſt the publick Gaides and Of- 
« fieers of the Church; whereas in truth, 
if there be any thing in it, it holds more 
* ftrongly againſt theſe than "againſt the 
other: And that becauſe * the mf} per- 
© nicious Hereſies that ever came into the 
Church, were brought in by Men of 
Learning and Aut horuy in the Church. 


Fang — 
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Almoſt all the Hereſies and Schiſms that bave l iſts a- 
ted the Church, have been no other than ſo many De- 
fetions of the diſcontended Part of the Clergy and the 
more pragmatical, Part of the Laity ram: their rightful 
Bijbop. Dr. Maurice Vindication of the primitive 
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And if, this Pretence- be good, they. of 
all Men ſhould. be forbidden to enquire 
into Matters of Religion; | becauſe. it 
they fall into any dangerous Miſtake, 
their Authority is likely to give Repu- 
tation to it, and to make it go down 
more eaſily with the common People, 
than if it had been ſtarted by one of 
themſelves. So that we muſt not lay 
the Hereſies that have been in the Church, 
to the Liberty we have been contending 
© for, unleſs we will be content to exclude 
* all from the Duty of proving what they 
have been taught to believe. And no 
Man can think this reaſonable, unleſs 
© he takes all Religions to be equally true; 
that is, every one to be alike falſe. And 
5, he, that believes this, needs not care wha 

© Flereſy he is f. 2% u 
I cannot conclude without lamenting 

_ _ your loſing, that Chriſtian Temper you ſo 
affectionately recommend in your excel- 
lent Paraphraſe, &c, on the Epiſtle for 
the Second Sunday in Advent, Oh! that 
you had remembred when you ſet about 
writing this Letter, that edifying Obſer- 
vation of yours, It would ill become 
| Them to diſdain, or caſt out thoſe from their 
Charity, whom Chriſt did not ſhat out from 
His Mercy. Had you not caſt out the 
| | Bi- 
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Biſhop of Bangor from your Charity, but 
hoped the beſt of Him, and believed! his 
Writings to be well-meant; you could ne- 
ver have approved of ſo heavy a Charge 
as that the Committee has brought 2. 
gainſt his Lordſhip; much leſs would 
ou have intimated, as you ſeem to me 
ave done, p. 23. of this Letter, that his 
Lordſhip's true and utmoſt Meaning in his 
Sermon, was not what bis late Book ſets forth. 
Can this, Sir, be called Humility, Can- 
dor, and Meekneſs, Largeneſs of Heart and's 
Real for the good of Chriſtians in general, 
which you well recommend as the ſure Eſt a- 
bliſhers of Temper, and Peace, and Love? 
Is it not rather to act as one who ſees no- 
thing in himſelf, or thoſe of his own Side, 
but whatever magnifies chem. in his Eſteem; 
and nothing in thoſe of a different 33 
but what repreſents them little and deſpica · 
ble in his Eyes? Is this, Sir, to attend im- 
partially, and indeed eſpecially, io the good 
and commendable Qualities of them that 
differ from, us, and nat only to their Errors 
and their Faults? It is your on excel- 
leat Obſervation, that 20 Doctrine can /o 
effectually recommend it ſelf to the Affection: 
of conſidering Perſons, as by giving De- 
monſtraticn of its Efficacy, in plucking up 
this Root of Bitterneſs, ſelf-ſecking, and 
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diſpoſing Men to 4 meek and quiet Spirit, 


to Humility and Patience, to al! equitable 
Allowances, and 4 generous Zeal for the 
Good of others, &c. Now this, I think, 
is a very good Deſcription of the Doctrine 
taught by the Biſhop. The whole Ten. 
dency of it is to diſpoſe Men to Charity, 
and Love, and mutual Forbearance, ana 
receiving one another, as God receives us, 
As on the other Hand it effectually plucks 
up that Root of Bitterneſs, ſelf-ſeeking, by 
beating down all uſurped Authority over 
Conſciences, and diſclaiming all Power to 
exact or require a Submiſſion of our Under- 
ſtandings to the Authority of our Fellow 
Creatures, What is it but a ſeeking our 
own things, not the things of Chriſt Jeſus, 
to affect a Dominion over the Minds of 
Men, and to make their eternal Salvation 
depend on Vs? And what Crwelty and 
mags 4 this Root of Bitterneſs has occa- 
ſion d, is too plain and obvious to need a- 
ny Enlargement on it. 

Though I hope I have faid nothing that 
can juſtly be interpreted as irtending any 
ſuch thing as confounding all Peace and 
Order; yet ſeeing what a preverſe Con- 
ſtruction prejudiced Minds are capable of 
making of even the moſt innocent and in- 
offenſive Expreſſions, I think it neeeſſary 
to 
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to declare, that I utterly abhor the over. 
turning all Government in this Society 
of the Church, and by no means deſign - 
the denial of a Power in the Governors 
of it to provide for the Order and Decency 
of it. I am very heartily ſorry, that there 
is any Occaſion for my giving you this 
Trouble, and am with very great Since- 
rity, | 


Reverend Sir, 
Tour moſt Flumble Servant. 


Feb. 10. 
1717.8. 


\ 


Wh! 
: 


(40) 


; POSTSCRIPT. = 


OU, Sir, own your ſelf, that f a 

© number of careleſs, or profane, ot 
* hypocritical Profeſſors, ſhall retain the 
© Name, and _—YF the room of Members 
© [of Chriſt's Body] by virtue of- thoſe 
© outward Signs and Sacraments, - which 
placed them in the Body of Chriſt; 
© whilſt yet they want that inward Holi- 
© lineſs, which theſe Sacraments are Em- 
© blems of and Engagements to; which 
© [inward. Holineſs] alone can render them 
© of a Piece with the Head, and wherein 
© not only the Health, but the very Life 
© of the Body, and each Member of it con- 
« (fiſts. That this conſiſts chzefly in the 
< Diſpoſition of the Mind; that it follows, 
© that ſince the Lord knoweth them that are 


© his, theſe preſumptive Members ſhall cer- 


* tainly be diſowned by [Him] as in truth 


ft Comment on the 1/8 Epiſtle for the Sunday after the 
Epiphany. 
* they 
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« they ars not united 0 him; that hence 
that very Sab/tentia! Diſtinqtiam of the 
Viſible and Inviſille Members and * * 
of Cliriſt, and the a. ate of thoſe 
© Qualifications:geceſſary for each. A Di- 
ſtinction founded in the natur of things, 
«which cannot be otherwiſe; While this 
Body upon Earth is compoſed of and 
governed by Men, capable of deceiving, 
© and of being / deceiuedt.. Now what can 
be a more natural Inference from theſe 
Principles, than that we are to truſt no 
Mortal {who is capable of being deceived] 
with the abſolute: Direction. ef our Con- 
ſciences, the . Pardon of our Sins, or the 
determining of our Intereſt in God's Fa- 
vour; but that we oug hi to wait for our 
Jed e, wi alone can bring to light the 
idden things ot darkneſs, or, in your 
own Words, all that Flarwieſt, and thoſe 
Reapers come, ma are appointed to make the 
final Separation? That we are not o- 
bliged to ſubmit our ſelves: to thoſe who 
erect Tribunals, and exerciſd a Judgment 
over our Conſaiennes, and aſſume to them - 
ſelves the determination of ſuch Points, 
as cannot be determined but by One who 
knows the Hearts, Bor o 45h not capa- 
ble of being: deceived?) That we ought 
to ſhew our ſelves Subjects of Chriſt alone, 
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in the great Affair of Conſcience and Eter. 
2 Salvation, y_ ke of _ = May's 

udginent, [whit il capable of being deceiv 
lee vnd act as becomes thoſe who 2 
for the appearing of an e ors; and 
N d Judge? 

You allow your ſelf thas this Account 
of the Chur, That it is a Company of 
Men who are #2wardly Holy, and by be- 
* ing fo, are of a- piece with the Head, 
and are healthy and living Members of 
Christ's Body, is very: conſiſtent with 
| their uling ourmard Vent and Sacra- 
ment And how comes it then to 
pals, that the very ſame Account given 

y the Biſhop, ſhould be thought by 
you to be inconfiſtent with it, and an. 
dermining an Authority in Externals and 
Diſcipline'?: If indeed by Authority, you 
mean an Authority Which ag de- 
ſtroys the Rule nab Authority — 
Chriſt; an Authority ito rg lil 
are abſolutely? obliged to ſubmit theit Con. 
ſciences, or their Cunduct, in what is pro- 
p#rly called Religion, or relating purely 
to Salvation, or to the: Favour of God 
in another State after this, it is ſure the 
Biſhop does under mine: ſuch an Authority. 
But, if I underſtand you aright, p. 25. 
"B08 undermine. it as much as He, by 
grant- 
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granting that you contend for no | Autho» 
rity in ſpiritual Matters, which you do 


not acknowledge to be derived from and 


ſubordinate to the Authority of Chriſt; 
which I take to be in other Words, an 
Aut borit) which daes not .deftroy the Rule 
and Authority of Jeſus Chriſt; unleſs by a 
ſubordinate Authority you mean a ſuperior 
Authority, by which the Authority of 
Chriſt is directed and regulated, p. 30. 
It has, I know, been objected to this 
Diſtinction of the Inviſible Church, that 
it makes all External + ommunion un- 
neceſſary. And fo it does, if by eceſſa- 
, be meant abſolutely neceſſary, ſo that 
our Salvation depends upon - our being 
of ſuch a particular Communion. Thus 
for Inſtance, it's pretended by the Pa- 
piſts and Nonjurors, that it is at the Pe- 
ril of our Souls that we externally com- 
municate with any other than them. Be- 
cauſe, as they ſay, among them only is 
to be found a Succeſſion of Biſhops and 
Paſtors from Jeſus Chriſt that is anin- 
terrupted; and that therefore among 
them ozly is to be found an Authority 
to miniſter the Word and Sacraments. 
But theſe Notions, we - Proteſtants e- 
ſteem as no other than Niceries, Dreams 
F 2 and 
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and Trifes; we -know that the Sacceſ- 
— of Biſbops and Paſtort may be, and 
has been interrapted, and that che Effect 
'of Chriſt's Ordinance is not taken away 
by our | Miniſters wanting ſuch a Suc- 
ceſſion, nor the Grace of God's Gifts 
dimi niſbed from ſuch. as by Faith, and 
rightly do receive the Sacraments mini. 
ſtred unto them, which be effectual, be- 
cauſe of 'Chriſ”s Inſtitution ava Promiſe, 
although they be miniſtred by Men whoſe © 
Succeſſion in the Miniſtry has been i 
terrapted: or who have not had their 
Ordination from Biſhops who ſucceed 
Chriſt Jeſus in the High Prieſtood, with. 
out any Failure or Interruption, We believe 
that the Efficacy or EffedFaalneſs of the Sacra- 
ments does not depend on the Authority 
and Commiſſion of thoſe who miniſter them, 
but on the Inſtitution and Promiſe of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and our own inward Qualifications, 
receiving them rightly and by Faith. This 
I take to be the Senſe and Meaning of 
Article xx v1. . 

But though we are net at the Peril 
of our Souls externally to join in ſuch 
a particular Communion, or that our Sal- 
vation does not depend on our being ſub- 
ject to ſuch particular Paſtors ; yet it is 
cer- 
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certainly every Chriſtian's Duty, as oſten 
and whenever he can with Safety, to join 
in external Communion with his Fellow 
Chriftians. And for this Reaſon it is the 
Duty of the Paſtors of the Chriſtian Church 
to provide that there be no Corruption of 
the Simplicity that is in Jeſus Chriſt, That 
they require nothing to be believed by their 
Fellow Chriſtians, but what the Belief of 
is neceſſary to the very Being of Chriſtiani- 
ty; and that they enjoin no Forms of 
Divine Worſhip, and Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, that are 9 with 
any unlawful Mixtures, is very certain 
that in the Primitive Church the public 
Worſhip and Satraments were adminiſtred 
with great Natedneſs and Simplicity. It 
was the Degeneracy of Chriſtians which 
occaſion d the Corruption of this Simplicity, 
by introducing many gazdy Rites and Ce- 
remonies into the Church, and fooliſhly 
affecting to imitate the Pomp, and Gran- 
deur, and Vanities of this World in their 
Miniſtrations. And it's no Wonder if 
Confuſion and Diſorder have been the 
Conſequence of theſe Humane Inventions 
in the Worſhip of God. It is very juſt 
when vain Men attempt to ſcale Heaven 
it ſelf, and proudly affect to make themſelves 
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« Name, ſeeking their own Glory, inftead 
of the Glory of Him that ſent them; that 
their Language ſhould be confounded, that 
they may not underſtand one another”s Speech. 
For ſhould they be let alone, and never 
an nat hing will be reſtrained from 
them which they have imagined to o. 
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